Partial characterization of a turkey enterovirus-like virus.
Small round viruses, 18 to 24 nm in diameter, were detected by electron microscopy in droppings of young turkeys with enteritis. The virus was propagated in embryonated turkey eggs and tentatively identified as an enterovirus based on size, intracytoplasmic morphogenesis, buoyant density of 1.33 g/ml in CsCl, and a single-stranded RNA genome of approximately 7.5 kb. It was distinguished from avian encephalomyelitis virus by cross-immunofluorescence. These results identify an enterovirus-like virus as a possible etiologic agent of enteric disease of young turkeys. However, its role in this disease remains to be established.